
 ANSWERING THE CALL 
         

        Chief’s Message   
 

 Chief’s Message 
Too often in the public safety world we find ourselves facing horrific calls. While 
we all know and understand that we will be faced with these incidents during our 
careers, it still has effects on  each of us from the communications officer to the 

responders.  

As of late, our community has experienced some grueling incidents involving children, that without 
a doubt intensifies the stress levels and effects on us all. We all have our ways of dealing with 
these type calls and the elevated stress level that comes along with incidents as such; however, 
BCES also has some great programs to assist us all in our time of need. Our Critical Incident 
Stress Management (CISM) team is in place and has assisted many of us. This team has been very 
active as of late with not only our internal measures, but they have assisted other agencies as well 
as the school system. CISM practices will help in reducing the occurrence of PTSD and career cu-

mulative stress in public safety.  

BCES also has a great chaplaincy program that has and continues to be a very active group and 
team member to us all. These gentlemen are often standing beside us quickly on these type of    

incidents and are also trained and ready to assist you in a time of need.  

Lastly, we always have each of other to communicate with. We depend on each other every day so 
when we are faced with these calls don’t be afraid to bend the ear of a co-worker, Supervisor/
Company Officer, Captain, Battalion Chief or any Chief Officer. You all know my door is always 
open to any of you so don’t hesitate to come see me should you ever need it. Your health and   
wellness is vital to our operations, take care of yourself and each other. Below are the contacts for 

each of the programs mention above for your time of need. 

CISM: 

Captain Scott Dakin - 678-425-3368     Lieutenant Marty Garner - 678-227-0475 

Chaplains: 

Chief Chaplain Mike Peavy - 404-630-8215      Chaplain Spencer Breedlove - 678-227-9947   

Chaplain Tom Hamm - 770-363-5598    Chaplain Mike Vernatt - 404-561-8180 

 

Stay safe, and keep up the great work.  

John 
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Words of Wisdom from the          
Deputy Chief  

All, 
 
Well, another school year has ended, folks are packing up to head out for vacations. I wanted to take this time 
to remind everyone to have a safe summer, slow down take our time in our travels. But most of remember to 
take safety serious. Like life jackets, sunscreen, stay hydrated including the children, and always keep an eye 
to the weather.  
   
Summertime is full of adventures, stories and memoirs, make sure everyone stays safe!!!   
 
All, I asked Lt. Weant to put together a short article for the newsletter please read the safety message below 

 
Water Safety can Save Lives 

 
 Now that summer is here, it’s more important than ever to prepare yourself and your family for water     
emergencies. The internet offers many free or inexpensive water safety aids to assist you in your planning.  
Water emergencies can happen anywhere at any time, they may include drowning, near drowning and near 
misses. The definition of drowning is simple; to suffocate by submersion, especially in water. Near-drowning  
is a term typically used to describe almost dying from suffocating under water. It is the last stage before fatal 
drowning, which results in death. Near-drowning victims still require medical attention to prevent related 
health complications. Near miss is defined as, an unplanned event that did not result in injury, but had the   
potential to do so. Preparing yourself and your family now, will greatly reduce your chances of a tragedy in   
the future. 
  
 An average of 10 people drown each day in the United States, according to the American Red Cross. Eighty 
percent are adults. Drowning is the No. 1 cause of death for children younger than five. By raising awareness 
we hope to inform our community "The No. 1 cure for drowning is swimming lessons," said Ernest Weant, 
Lieutenant for Barrow County Emergency Services. "Everyone in the family should learn to swim or at least 
float until help arrives. Older kids and adults should learn to save people they're supervising."Research has 
found the following actions will help reduce water emergencies. 
 

 Swimming skills help. Taking part in formal swimming lessons reduces the risk of drowning among       
children aged 1 to 4 years.

 
However, many people don’t have basic swimming skills. The YMCA in Winder 

offers both group and private swimming lessons for ages 6 months and up. Seconds count—learn CPR. 
CPR performed by bystanders has been shown to save lives and improve outcomes in drowning victims. 
The faster CPR is started, the better the chance of improved outcomes.  

 

 Life jackets and other flotation devices can reduce risk. Teach children water safety and swimming skills as 
early as possible. Always brief babysitters on water safety, emphasizing the need for constant supervision. 
Appoint a “designated watcher” to monitor children during social gatherings at or near pools. Equip doors 
and windows that exit to a pool area with alarms. Search the Internet for "water watcher card" for a      
downloadable tag you wear, then pass to another adult when you delegate responsibility of watching     
others in the pool or at the beach, instead of casually telling them you are leaving. 

 

 Finally, make a pledge with your children to formally support each other. Print out the U.S. Consumer  
Product Safety Commission's Pool Safety Pledge at poolsafely.gov/pledge. Children pledge to never swim 
alone, to ask for swimming lessons, to stay away from pool and spa drains and to be safe. Adults pledge  
to designate "water watchers," make sure their children can swim, learn CPR and make their pools safe.     
Remember, preparedness is the only way we can prevent a disaster. 

 

 
As always I am honored to serve  

 

Alan 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/suffocate


National Day of Prayer 

May 4, 2017 

For Your Great Name’s Sake 

Hear Us… Forgive Us…. Heal Us! 

 

The Annual National Day of Prayer was held at the Winder Community Center on May 4, 2017. This 

was the 66th Annual National Observance. The National Day of Prayer is held on the first Thursday 

in May. This Year’s Theme was “For Your Great Name’s Sake”.  

Among the speakers at the event were our very own Captain Scott Dakin and Pastor Mike Peavy 

(who is also one of our BCES Chaplains).  Each of these gentlemen along with the other speakers 

provided a powerful prayer for our community, public safety, our schools, our nation and others.  

It was an honor to be able to attend this event.  

 

O Lord, Listen! O Lord Forgive! O Lord Hear 

and Act! 

For your Sake, O My GOD…. 

Daniel 9:19 



    

 

Chris Jones has been with the department for a little over 6 years. He is currently assigned to 

Station 3 on C shift. During his time here he has stepped up to fill in as acting officer roles when 

needed. Chris has taken numerous fire and EMS classes to better serve the department and  

citizens. Chris has always been willing to help out wherever needed and help instruct newer 

crew members. Chris has recently got married to his wife Trish in which we wish them the best 

as they move forward with their new lives together. Chris is currently working towards the   

career matrix in preparation for the Lt’s testing.  Chris is a good asset to Barrow County        

Emergency Services,  

Chris Barron is from Columbus Georgia, and has been with Barrow County Emergency Services  
for 5 years.  He is married to Deanna who many of you know from the ER.  They have 3 children, 
Chris, Liz, and Bryan.  Chris begin his fire service career in Phoenix City, Ala in 1996 before       
working for Columbus, Georgia Fire and EMS for many years before moving to the Atlanta         
area.  Chris also spent eight years in the Army  National Guard as a Combat Medic, where he   
deployed to Iraq in 2006 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Chris enjoys working out,       
running, and anything outdoors.   

 

Employee Spotlights  

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Barrow County Emergency Services (BCES) is to promote 

the safety and health of the Community through excellent pre-hospital   

medical care, fire suppression, emergency communications (E-911),    

emergency management, and fire prevention and education. 



 FDIC 2017 

  

 

April 24
th
 through April 28

th
, five members of our department, Captain Richard 

Carignan, Captain Scott Dakin, Lieutenant Marty Garner, Lieutenant Stephen 

Ricci and Fire Medic Kim Baggett, attended the annual Fire Department      

Instructors Conference (FDIC) - International in Indianapolis Indiana. FDIC 

offers the most up to date training available, taught by some of the best       

instructors from around the world. 

According to the FDIC website, there were over 30,000 firefighters from 50 different countries in       

attendance at this year’s event. For several years now the training division has budgeted to send 

members to this annual event, so that they can learn from the best in the industry and bring that 

knowledge back to Barrow County Emergency Services. 

When asked why they choose to attend FDIC this year, some of the reasons were 

similar to each other. “I attended FDIC because it was an opportunity to get the best 

training available that I would not have been able to afford on my own otherwise,” 

stated Lt. Ricci. “I learned a tremendous amount of information, on a lot of different 

subjects that were very eye opening. The best part was getting to meet other fire-

fighters from all over the country/world and learning about how they do things in 

their area.” 

“FDIC gives us the opportunity to learn different thoughts and ideas from different people, which we 

can then share those things with our own personnel,” commented Captain Carignan. “The best part of 

FDIC for me is the opportunity to spend time with the numbers of likeminded individuals who have a 

solid passion for the fire service.” 

When asked why someone should attend FDIC in 2018, they were all quick with answers. Captain 

Carignan replied “There is far more to the fire service outside of our county and state and if you want 

to expand your opportunities to improve yourself and those around you, I would recommend signing up 

to see what Indy is all about!” 

Kim summed up the reasons why by stating “I would recommend attending FDIC because it is an op-

portunity to be exposed to a new whole world of firefighting, literally. It is the opportunity to be educat-

ed by the best of the best. And to make brotherhood bonds that are second to none.” 

 

 

 

 



 FDIC 2017  (continued) 

  
 

When asked what she received from her attendance at FDIC, FF Baggett 

replied “I had the pleasure of taking 2 classes by Dave Dodson "The Art    

of Reading Buildings" and "The Art of Reading Smoke". Both of these   

classes have helped me better understand not only old construction but 

new construction and the way that fire affects buildings and how to begin to predict what it will do. I also 

attended three other conference classes that were "The Art of Go/No-Go", Meth Lab fires, and Small 

box store fires. I felt that each of these are also something we are likely to encounter, even in our small 

department.” 

Kim continued stating “There were so many different types of firefighters there from all types of depart-

ments. Volunteer, career, combination, private, government, and military. There were even people from 

other counties! So the question/answer portion of all classes continued to be learning opportunities.” 

Captain Dakin stated that “they were so many great opportunities and it was very hard to choose which 

of the great classes you wanted to attend, as there were so many going on at the same time. To also 

realize you were being taught by some of the best in the industry, and that you can take this new 

knowledge and share it with others from our department, meant that you knew you were going home 

from an incredible experience.  

While in Indianapolis all five attendees also participated in the annual FDIC 

Courage and Valor 5K. They were able to explore Indianapolis some and en-

joy some downtime with other attendees. Wednesday through Friday FDIC 

also included a large number of exhibitors that attendees walked through. It 

included all the newest technology in apparatus and equipment. “Just walking 

through the large exhibit areas you get some great ide-

as and you get a glimpse into where this industry is 

headed,” stated Lieutenant Garner. “There is so much to see and so many peo-

ple we met. It was worth taking the time away from here to gain the knowledge I 

gained.” 

 



 MAFFC 

 On May 12, members from C shift participated in the Metro Atlanta Firefighter’s 
Conference (MAFFC). The  4-day event in Cobb County brought together fire-
fighters from all over the country and offered over 60    classes, many of which 
were hands-on / live-fire training. 

Capt. Carignan was one of the participants and said, “In some cases, these are 
the exact same classes offered at FDIC and even taught by the same instructor. 
This is an incredible opportunity to get high quality education close to home and 
at a fraction of the cost.” 

Class topics covered everything from standpipe operations and elevator rescues, to     
vehicle extrication and ladder truck/aerial operations. BCES personnel split up to cover as 
many different topics as possible. One class attended was “Engine Company Operations: 
First Alarm Assignment”. This live-fire, 8 hour course covered forcible entry, VEIS (Vent, 
Enter, Isolate, Search), mayday scenarios, and hose advancement in multi-story build-
ings. Others attended the flashover simulator at the City of Atlanta Fire Department. 

One group participated in a course called “The Coordinated Attacked” where multiple 
fires were set in a structure to show the effectiveness of door control, flow paths and how 
to control them, VEIS techniques to control fire spread, and effective fire attacks. 

The instructors came from large city departments as well as from small rural depart-
ments. Steve Rose said, “The class I took was taught by officers from the Indianapolis 
Fire Department and Little Rock (AR) Fire Rescue, but they did a great job of showing 
tips and techniques for departments like ours where you may only have three people 
who are first to arrive on scene.” 

Representing BCES were Capt. Richie Carignan, FF Josh Graham, FF/EMT Steve Rose, FF/EMT Austin 
Shackelford, and FF/EMT Lauren Shirley. 

 

 



 Chaplains 
  

About 15 years ago, Barrow County Emergency Services started a chaplaincy program. We      

currently have four volunteer chaplains that work with the department in many areas. They are 

available to all BCES personnel and volunteers that require their services.  

The chaplains may be called upon to attend various employee functions such as weddings and         

funerals. They  work with personnel, when requested, after a critical incident to assist them in 

recovering from the psychological impact. They also may be called upon to assist citizens when 

they suffer a traumatic event. All the chaplains receive specialized training, such as Critical     

Incident Stress Management. The chaplains have responded to scenes, stations and even homes 

when requested to help. They have become part of our BCES family.  

To make their connections with us they have started dividing the county up so that they can visit 

more with individuals and get to know us. Mike Peavy covers Stations 3 and 7, Spencer Breedlove 

covers Stations 1 & 6 and Tom Ham (our newest volunteer) covers Station 4 and 5. They will be 

stopping by stations periodically to say hey and see how we are doing. Don’t be surprised if you 

see them at some training events as well. If you need to contact them at any time please feel free 

to call them. They will hold your conversations in complete confidence.   

 

Mike Peavy (404) 630-8215 

Spencer Breedlove (678) 227-9947 

Tom Ham (770) 363-5598 

Mike Vernatt  404-561-8180 



 EMS Division 

EMS Week May 21st -27th 2017 

 

EMS Prayer 

AS I PERFORM MY DUTY LORD, whatever the call, help to guide 

and keep me safe, from dangers big and small. 

 I want to serve and do my best, no matter what the scene, I pledge to 

keep my skills refined, my judgment quick and keen. 

This calling to give of myself, most do not understand, but I stand 

ready all the time, to help my fellow man. 

To have a chance to help a child, restore his laugh with glee, a word of 

thanks I might not hear, but knowing is enough for me. 

The praise of men is fine for some, but I feel truly blessed, 

That you oh Lord have chosen me! 

L.Lipps 

 

 I would like to take this opportunity to ask the Lords 

blessing on each of us. It is truly an HONOR to have 

served beside you and now serve you as your EMS       

Officer. As you stand ready to help others, I stand ready  

to help you in any way that I can. As always if I can ever 

be of any assistance to you please just call on me. 

 Captain Heath Williams 



 Region 10 EMS Banquet 

  

On Thursday April 27, members of Barrow County Emergency Services traveled to the Oconee County 
Civic Center to watch one of their own be recognized for his dedication and skills. Jeremy Little started 
as a volunteer with the Bethlehem Fire Station and decided to make a career of it and became a full 
time employee of Barrow County Emergency Services in December 2002. “Jeremy does a great job as 
both a Firefighter and an Emergency Medical Technician and proudly serves the department and the 
citizens of Barrow County,” stated Chief John Skinner. “He is well deserving of this award and I am 
proud of the work he does for us.” 

Little was recognized at the Region 10 Banquet as Barrow County’s EMT of the Year. The annual    
banquet is used to recognize medical first responders from around Region 10 for their knowledge and 
skills utilized to provide the highest quality of pre-hospital healthcare. Region 10 is a part of the Georgia 
Office of EMS and is comprised of nine counties in north east Georgia.  

According to Lieutenant Blair Darst, (Jeremy’s supervisor), Jeremy has maintained his compassion for 
his patients, patient families and his crew through all the years of service. Recently a patient wanted    
to thank Jeremy and the crew for their assistance during one of the patient’s worst days. “These         
responders could not have been more professional and caring, in what for me was a scary time to be 
sure”.  

“Jeremy Little is a great example of the men and women that work for Barrow County Emergency     
Services,” stated Chief Skinner. “The citizens of Barrow County can have confidence in the skills and 
experience of the department with people like Jeremy serving them.”  

 

 



Emergency Communications 

Interoperability  

 

Interoperability; since 9/11 public safety agencies continue to hear this word being used frequently with not much 

thought until we find ourselves needing to communicate with another agency who is on a different radio system than 

one you are  using.  I would like to use this opportunity to share with you the steps BCES Emergency Communica-

tions Section is doing to help minimize the issue of interoperability in our region. 

The new 700 MHz Public Safety Radio system solved many of our communication issues but created some also. 

One of which was not being able to communicate with the air medical units responding to emergency situations in 

our county. The air medical units operate on VHF spectrum utilizing the H.E.A.R. system, established in the early 

1970’s for emergency medical services/ hospital communication and we are using the new 700 MHz Public Safety 

spectrum, two different systems. In order for the two systems to communicate there has to be a bridge from one to 

the other.  

With the installation of a VHF radio at dispatch which is programmed on the H.E.A.R channel we are able to use the 

patch option on the radio consoles to create the “bridge” between the 700 system and the VHF H.E.A.R system thus 

providing a simple solution to a complex and complicated issue of interoperability. We have used this several times 

recently to aid the field units in the direct communication with the air medical units. Another step we took was the 

installation of a Jackson County UHF radio in our center and one of our radios was installed at Jackson County 911, 

now either center can patch units together in a multi-jurisdictional response. 

Recently we met with the Georgia State Patrol communication section manager to begin conversations regarding 

the law enforcement interoperability issues between local and state law enforcement agencies. A plan of action is 

being developed once the plan is completed we will share the solution with the local law enforcement agencies. 

All of 700 MHz radios we have issued are programmed with mutual aid interoperability talk groups. Justin Bowen, 

Communication System Specialist is available to come to your station to give a review of the talk groups available 

call our office to request the training. 

Be Safe ! 

 



Taking care of our “fur” friends 

 

Recently, members of Station 4 in     

Auburn worked with a non-profit 

group called Off the Chain and the 

Auburn   Police Department to help 

build a fenced in area for a dog near 

the station. The group works to help 

dogs that are kept on chains or tethers. 

Thanks for your efforts to support this 

worthy cause Station 4 crews! 

 

We typically have a policy against 

showing patients at an accident scene, 

but this one was just too cool not to 

share.  

Station 3, B shift recently had the   

opportunity to utilize their medical 

skills to help this little one who was 

on the losing end of a car chase. At 

last check, she was doing well.  

Sorry, we can't share her name. It's 

against HIPPA regulations. 



 
Words of Gratitude from our citizens….. 

The follow was posted on our Facebook page. Just letting you guys know as an FYI: 
 
I want to take a moment to say a heartfelt thank you to Barrow Co EMS, more specifically C-shift with Chief Mike Stoops. 
You all were called to my home for an unresponsive male. The call was placed by my Mom who had stopped by my home   
to check on my Dad for me because he wasn't answering the phone. I got the call at my office that she found Dad lying     
unresponsive and I quickly drove the longest twelve mile drive of my life. When I pulled on to my street there were a ton    
of EMS vehicles and workers. As I pulled into my drive there was a group of four or five EMTs and Paramedics standing     
under the carport. I knew then in my heart that Dad had passed away at the young age of 63..but I had to hear it..I looked at 
the group and told them who I was and asked if he was still alive..one of the EMS workers..not much older than my own 
children very respectively said No ma'am, I'm sorry he isn't. I remember time standing still and remember taking the deep 
breath that helped me not fall apart. As I went toward my front door another of the EMS workers asked if I wanted them to 
go in with me. I declined because I needed to face it alone..but their offer was none the less felt in my heart. When I got   
inside I was met by someone from the Sheriff's department and he explained what would happen next. Each person I came 
in contact with was very professional and their sympathy toward me and my family will forever be in my mind. Shortly after 
I spoke with the Sheriff's department person I was introduced to the Coroner on call. I think his name was Joe but for the 
life of me I can't recall. Once again, he was the epitome of caring and not rude or rushed and took time to educate me on 
what to expect next and took the time out of his day to help offer condolences to the bombardment of family and friends 
that flew to my mental rescue  when they heard the news. . I know my post is long and I apologize but  I wanted each of you 
that responded to Settle St last Wednesday morning to know that you are greatly appreciated and did an excellent job of 
making the most horrendous day less so. God Bless. 
 

Sorry it took this long but been really crazy at work and home.  But, I just wanted to thank you and barrow county for the most spe-
cial funeral “Gary” could have.  John,  it was absolutely the most special appreciative funeral I have ever attended. Diane, Jeremy 
and Chris had to be so very proud for Gary to have been shown the appreciation and dedication for his service which he loved so 

much.  It makes me so proud to know that you and your department are such a close knit “brotherhood” 

EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU ARE SPECIAL PEOPLE. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy  

I wanted to thank you & station 7 for the call they responded to this past Saturday on Spring Street (Winder). My   

mother fell & we had to call the ambulance (she is o.k). 

I don’t remember the paramedics names (a  lady & gentleman) but they were very helpful & kind. Their response time 

was instant & only took a couple minutes- very much appreciated. 

 



 

 

Captain’s Corner 

 

 

There are many of us in this department who have spent numbers of years in the fire      

service or in EMS and there are many who have been here for a few months to a few years 

but what makes us great together is the team we become each shift we report for duty. It 

has been said that if you truly love what you do, you never work a day in your life. Do you 

feel that way? Are you excited to come to work? It is not always the easiest feelings to   

muster and we all have difficult days. Everyone has stresses both at work and at home and 

no one can always have the greatest and most positive outlook but should we have a good 

outlook more often than not? Should we have that positivity maybe half the time? If you 

don’t have this feeling often, what can we change around us that will improve that, are 

there solutions and have you shared those ideas with those around you? We encourage you 

to find those answers, those solutions and even if they do not work, trying something new 

can help cultivate other ideas that can. 

As we all know, we have had a rough previous month here at work and so much of how we 

deal with, accept, and move forward begins in our own environment, in our stations with 

our crews, and certainly at home during our days off with our families. Christopher Reeve 

once said “I think a hero is an ordinary individual who finds strength to persevere and   

endure in spite of overwhelming obstacles” and that quote applies to each of us and the  

unrelenting strength we each possess daily in the line of duty.  

Congratulations to all your graduates from Pre-K to college and with summer now upon us, 

we hope that you and your families have a wonderful and fun filled summer season, wear 

lots of sunscreen, drink lots of water, and as always, keep training and stay safe! 

 

Captain Dakin 

Captain Fuller 

Captain Carignan 



 

 Dustin Greene    June 3 

 Nick Patrick     June 13 

 Rob Aldred     June 15 

 Travis Owens    June 16 

 Kim Baggett     June 20 

 Alan Shuman    June 21 

 Jennifer Wages   June 30  

     Employee     Hire Date       Years    

 Dorothy Brookshire  June 14   18 

 Mike Garner    June 1     7  

 

  

 

Wishing a Happy Father’s Day to 

all our Dad’s !!!  


